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[EXTERNAL] Lost Trail National Wildlife Refuge Easement

Dear Lost Trail and FWP,
 I support this. This land is a value to hunters and is very important to make sure there is access to the public, for hunters and hikers. I just
wish you could acquire more land. I hope there is going to be no additional open driving roads, and by doing this the loggers will not take
advantage and let themselves and vehicles in during hunting season to " work" and either scare game off from hunters or hunt the
intended game with the ease of a vehicle to get it out. seeing this year I have already seen vehicles driving on the south gated road at 5-7
am and as far as I can see there is no logging going on at this time It would be nice to have a few other access points for those that get the
opportunity to hunt predators seeing the Lost Trail southen road can not be used to take predators out on. There is a lot of private land
around this area and I appreciate FWP working hard to keep private landowners from blocking places .

thank you for your time,
Sincerely, 
Dorian Boling  

Dorian Boling <dorianboling@gmail.com>
Sat 10/10/2020 2:50 PM

To:Tempel, Kris <ktempel@mt.gov>;
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Public Comment: Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft
Environmental Assessment

Name: Sarah Yerkes 
City: Kalispell  
I am in support of the lost trail conservation easement.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft Environmental Assessment' Public Notice Web Page.

seyerkes@gmail.com
Sun 10/11/2020 8:46 PM

To:Tempel, Kris <ktempel@mt.gov>; Burton, Stevie <Stevie.Burton@mt.gov>;



11/16/2020 Public Comment: Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft Envir... - Tempel, Kris

https://webmail.mt.gov:8443/owa/#viewmodel=ReadMessageItem&ItemID=AAMkADQ1MzM1ODk2LTdmMDUtNGNiYy1hMzJkLWI1ZWIxNTgyMTFlZ… 1/1

Public Comment: Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft
Environmental Assessment

Name: Patricia Simmons 
City: Bozeman 
I support the Lost Trail Conservation Easement! Thank you for working on this!

This e-mail was generated from the 'Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft Environmental Assessment' Public Notice Web Page.

psimmons100@gmail.com
Thu 10/15/2020 11:33 AM

To:Tempel, Kris <ktempel@mt.gov>; Burton, Stevie <Stevie.Burton@mt.gov>;



11/16/2020 Public Comment: Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft Envir... - Tempel, Kris
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Public Comment: Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft
Environmental Assessment

Name: Lloyd d ruis 
City: BILLINGS 
I say buy it and more.

This e-mail was generated from the 'Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft Environmental Assessment' Public Notice Web Page.

lruis50@gmail.com
Fri 10/9/2020 5:17 PM

To:Tempel, Kris <ktempel@mt.gov>; Burton, Stevie <Stevie.Burton@mt.gov>;
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Public Comment: Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft
Environmental Assessment

Name: Bert Otis 
City: Emigrant 
Dear Fish Wildlife & Parks Commission,  
I support Alternate A, the purchase of a CE on the Lost Trail Land. As for the mineral rights, I know someone else owns most of them, but it
hasn't been profitable to do anything with them for the last 100 years, so I doubt if anything will happen with them. If it does then it does,
at least this CE will let the public enjoy the land and protect the habitat for now.  
Thank You Bert Otis

This e-mail was generated from the 'Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft Environmental Assessment' Public Notice Web Page.

otisranch@wispwest.net
Sat 10/10/2020 7:07 AM

To:Tempel, Kris <ktempel@mt.gov>; Burton, Stevie <Stevie.Burton@mt.gov>;



11/16/2020 Public Comment: Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft Envir... - Tempel, Kris
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Public Comment: Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft
Environmental Assessment

Name: George Johnson 
City: Kalispell 
Any additionnal public access is good. I drive by the area to go fishing and enjoy seeing the wild life, Do not recreate there because of
limited access. I would use the new access if approved. It is a good thing . I am in favoor of it.  

This e-mail was generated from the 'Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft Environmental Assessment' Public Notice Web Page.

dieselsubs@msn.com
Sat 11/7/2020 6:40 AM

To:Tempel, Kris <ktempel@mt.gov>; Burton, Stevie <Stevie.Burton@mt.gov>;
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Public Comment: Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft
Environmental Assessment

Name: Jim Vashro 
City: Kalispell 
Comments on Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft EA  
Flathead Wildlife, Inc. gives full support to Alternative A, the Proposed Action to purchase a Conservation Easement (CE) on 7,265 acres of
Southern Pines Plantation immediately adjacent to and south of the Lost Trail National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) in an area commonly known
as Dredger Ridge. Lost Trail NWR is the focal point for two important elk herds as well as habitat for black and grizzly bears, whitetail and
mule deer and a variety of other wildlife as well as a migratory corridor. Dredger Ridge is an important walk-in hunting area, providing up to
400 hunter days annually.  
Lost Trail NWR is predominantly grasslands with limited cover for wildlife security and thermal refuge. Adjacent Dredger Ridge is 85%
timberlands and therefore complements the Refuge goals for sustaining wildlife. Maintaining the proposed proposed Lost Trail CE area in its
present condition more than doubles the effectiveness of the Lost Trail NWR and the two areas combined are critical for maintaining
healthy wildlife populations in the overall area.  
The proposed CE area is managed for timber production to support the local economy. Areas to the south including Lost Prairie, Pleasant
Valley Fisher River drainage and lands north of Highway 2 have been subdivided with a concurrent loss of public access, timber production
and wildlife security.  
Flathead Wildlife, Inc. salutes first Weyerhauser and now Southern Pines Plantation for recognizing the critical value of this property and
working with FWP to maintain those values for perpetuity. Flathead Wildlife, Inc. salutes FWP for identifying this area and working through
the mechanics to complete a conservation easement that will serve both wildlife and sportsmen and women for generations.  
Jim Vashro, President  
Flathead Wildlife, Inc.  

This e-mail was generated from the 'Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft Environmental Assessment' Public Notice Web Page.

jsjvash@montanasky.us
Fri 11/6/2020 12:00 PM

To:Tempel, Kris <ktempel@mt.gov>; Burton, Stevie <Stevie.Burton@mt.gov>;



November 2, 2020 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Attn: Kris Tempel 
490 N Meridian Road 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
 
Re Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft Environmental Assessment 
 
The Montana Sportsmen Alliance (MSA), a statewide group of advocates for the 
public trust, place significant value on our public land and waters, our fish and 
wildlife resources and public access to those trust resources. We recognize the 
important role that private lands and landowners play in supporting these resources 
and strongly endorse collaborative approaches designed to provide long-term 
conservation of these landscapes that are Montana. We very much appreciate the 
opportunity to provide comment to a public process in that regard. The Lost Trail 
Conservation Easement Draft Environmental Assessment speaks directly to the values 
outlined above.  
 
We have reviewed the Draft Assessment and related attachments. We find the 
document complete and succinct. The proposal to put in place a perpetual easement 
with SPP Montana, LLC (SPP) on 7,256 acres of timberland and wildlife habitat in 
northwestern Montana has significant merit. The property’s proximity to the Lost 
Trail National Wildlife Refuge (USFWS) and to nearby Wetland Reserve Program 
(NRCS) easements, provides valuable ecological and recreational benefits to a 
conservation area of importance. The proposed action represents a collaborative 
effort between SPP, The Trust for Public Lands (TPL) and MFWP and utilizes a suite of 
funding resources including the Forest Legacy Program administered by the US 
Forest Service (USFS). As described it seeks to conserve important fish and wildlife 
habitat for a diversity of species, to continue sustainable commercial forest 
management and to maintain compatible, non-motorized public recreational access 
into the future. We believe the use of a Multi-Resource Management Plan as a 
separate attachment but required component of the proposed easement is good 
business and will provide for appropriate management flexibility over time.  
 
 As a grassroots organization of Montanans, MSA strongly supports the Proposed 
Action Alternative contained in the Draft Assessment. We recognize that a decision 
notice needs to be issued by the Region 1 Supervisor to put this action in front of the 
FWP Fish and Wildlife Commission for consideration. We endorse that course of 
action and encourage MFWP to move forward with the purchase of the proposed Lost 
Trail Conservation Easement. 
 
Thanks you for the opportunity to comment on this important proposed action.  
 
MSA Leadership Group,  
Joe Perry – Conrad     



John Borgreen – Great Falls   
JW Westman – Park City   
Robert Wood – Hamilton    
Steve Schindler – Glasgow    
Sam Milodragovich – Butte 
Jeff Herbert - Helena  
Don Thomas – Lewistown 
Doug Krings - Lewistown 
Laura Lundquist – Missoula 
Dale Tribby – Miles City 



 
 
 
November 04, 2020 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife, & Parks 
Region 1 
Kris Tempel 
490 North Meridian Road 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
 
 
RE: Lost Trail Conservation Easement Draft EA 
 
 
The Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF) is our state’s oldest and largest state-based wildlife 
conservation organization. We were formed in 1936 when hunters joined landowners to restore 
depleted wildlife in Montana, and for 84 years we have worked on key issues affecting wildlife, 
habitat and access. Likewise, Flathead Wildlife Incorporated (FWI) has advocated for wildlife 
conservation, hunting, and angling within the Flathead Valley for over 60 years. Together, our 
organizations represent a significant portion of the wildlife interests near the proposal area. 
 
The landscape surrounding, and within, the proposed Lost Trail Conservation Easement offers 
high quality habitat for many characteristic Montana plants and wildlife. Within this region, elk, 
whitetail deer, moose, black bear, grizzly bear, and several waterfowl species are abundant. Our 
members and affiliates enjoy this landscape for the amazing hunting, angling, bird-watching, 
hiking, and camping found here.  
 
Our mission is to protect wildlife, public access, and quality wildlife habitat. The primary threats 
to this mission include, but are not limited to, climate change, habitat fragmentation, habitat 
degradation, and loss of public lands. The following comments will primarily be regarding the 
impacts of the Lost Trail Conservation Easement to our mission and how it addresses threats to 
wildlife. 
 
The recent Weyerhaeuser land sale has solidified the threat of development to lands in western 
Montana. Conservations actions, such as this proposal and the adjacent U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service (FWS) conservation easements are essential to maintaining public access on this 
extensive portion of Montana. 
 

 



 
 

Roughly 97% of the project area is held by Southern Pine Plantation LLC (SPP), a privately 
owned timber company. While this company currently allows public access for hunting and 
recreation on their lands, there is a significant chance that this land will be subdivided and sold in 
the near future. With the subdivision of this land will come significant reductions in habitat 
connectivity and quality in addition to the loss of public access to these lands. 
 
Conservation easement acquisition within this project boundary is essential to maintaining this 
landscape for all Montanans. Easements will allow public agencies to establish landscape 
connectivity while ensuring that the public has access to these critical lands. 
 
MWF and FWI strongly support the proposed Lost Trail Conservation Easement and we thank 
FWP for the opportunity to voice support of this project.  If we can be of any assistance, please 
contact Eric Clewis, MWF’s Western Montana Field Coordinator, at eclewis@mtwf.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Frank Szollosi 
Executive Director 
Montana Wildlife federation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jim Vashro 
President 
Flathead Wildlife Incorporated 
 

 



 

W W W . B A C K C O U N T R Y H U N T E R S . O R G / M O N T A N A _ B H A  

M O N T A N A @ B A C K C O U N T R Y H U N T E R S . O R G  

 

 

Montana Chapter of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 

PO Box 9257 
Missoula, MT 59807 

  

  
Lost Trail Conservation Easement 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
Attn: Kris Tempel 
490 N. Meridian Rd 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
Email: ktempel@mt.gov 

 

  
RE: Proposed Conservation Easement on Timberland Near Lost Trail National Wildlife Refuge 

 
The Montana Chapter of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers submits this comment in support of the 

proposed conservation collaborative effort involving SPP, The Trust for Public Land (TPL), and 

Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP). The Montana Chapter’s roughly 3,000 dues-paying members have 

a keen interest in this conservation easement, as our organization is dedicated to protecting the 

value that wild lands, wildlife and wild fish bring to our great state. We strive to protect large 

parcels of backcountry fish and wildlife habitat, as well as the opportunity for fair chase hunting 

and fishing experiences.  

 
This unique land is within the newly proposed U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)  Lost 

Trail Conservation Area, which we also strongly support. By authorizing the USFWS to acquire 

up to 100,000 acres of conservation easements from willing sellers within the designated 

boundary, this project will serve to create critical wildlife habitat protection and landscape 

connectivity, as well as permanent public access and associated recreational opportunities. This 

will provide invaluable resources to Montanans, and particularly those in Flathead and Lincoln 

counties. As FWP is aware, population growth in Flathead County has been dramatic over the last 

several decades. Enlargement and development of public access and USFWS land holdings will 

only serve to assist with distribution of impacts from growing public use and enhancement of the 

natural resource user experience. 
  
Of particular significance with this acquisition is the multi-use nature of the property. As USFWS 

notes in its Draft EA, the proposed Conservation Area would not just provide the opportunity for 

acquisition of conservation easements such as this one proposed by FWP - providing valuable 

wildlife habitat and connectivity corridors - but will also provide valuable access for hunters and 

anglers in perpetuity. FWP notes that the proposed project would protect habitat for two large elk 

herds, and includes the north slope of Dredger Ridge, a favorite walk-in elk hunting area that 

currently provides over 400 days of public hunting access. At the same time, USFWS notes that 

the Proposed Action will also allow sustainable forest management practices to continue. This is 

an important component for the local economy and will help bring about broad supports across 

the public spectrum. This type of compromise exemplifies what Montanans want to see from their 

land management agencies. 
  

mailto:ktempel@mt.gov


 

W W W . B A C K C O U N T R Y H U N T E R S . O R G / M O N T A N A _ B H A  

M O N T A N A @ B A C K C O U N T R Y H U N T E R S . O R G  

Although costs of acquiring these private easement rights will surely be high, Montana BHA 

supports the collaborative nature of these types of public-private partnerships, and in particular, 

the proposal to use grant monies from the U.S. Forest Service Forest Legacy Program, FWP’s 

Habitat Montana program, and the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Trust. In addition, the 

extremely valuable nature of these ecologically important lands would surely entice further 

private development and habitat fragmentation. This opportunity cost makes this Proposed Action 

that much more beneficial to the public, as it will serve to not only provide continued public 

access, but also will permanently protect the biologically rich habitat that contributes to the 

abundance of diversity of terrestrial and aquatic wildlife in this area. 
  
For all of these reasons, Montana BHA offers this comment in support of the FWP separate 

conservation easement proposal adjacent to the USFWS Lost Trail National Wildlife Refuge and 

within the boundary of the USFWS proposed Lost Trail Conservation Area, as currently proposed 

in the Draft EA published in September 2020. 
  
Sincerely,  

 
Graham Coppes, Montana Chapter Conservation Leader 
Molly VandeVoort, Flathead Board Member 
The Montana Chapter of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers  

 

 

 



Lost Trail Conservation Easement Environmental Assessment  
Public Hearing – via Zoom 
October 28, 2020 - 7:00 pm 
 
TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
 
Jim Vincent: “I live in Bozeman now, but used to work seasonally for the Fish and Wildlife Service a few 
years ago. I think this is a super cool thing, so just wanted to throw a quick comment out there about 
this being a really cool thing. When I first saw this, I think NBC Montana posted something about it. I 
was super excited to see something like this and that is why I am attending this Zoom meeting tonight. I 
think it’s a really great thing, and I hope progress really continues on this. The whole ecosystem 
surrounding Lost Trail National Wildlife Refuge is super, super valuable to so many different species. Just 
for the record, this is something I think should definitely continue to go forward.”  

 



Lost Trail Conservation Easement Environmental Assessment  
Comments received via phone call 
 
TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED 
 
10/30/2020 
Carol McCorman (Ronan): “I think that would be a wonderful idea. Things like this don’t come around 
very often, and I think we should jump at the opportunity to obtain this property.”  
 
11/2/2020 
Larry Ruffatto: “I think we should purchase an easement or a developer will buy and subdivide it.” 
 
11/2/2020 
Brian Marotz: “Go for it!” 
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